CHAPTER  I.
PJJ<;<TROSTATI('S ;   FUNDAMENTAL FACTS.
1. Electric Attraction. The word electricity is derived from ?5\€KT/)<n' the Greek for amber • if we take a pieee of sealing- wax or a j^lass rod and rub it with dry flannel or silk it will be found to have acquired the power of at t rafting li«jht objects siu*h as bits of tissue paper or feathers. This property of attraction was First discovered by the Greeks in amber; hence when Dr Gilbert about 1600 found that numerous other substances possessed it when rubbed he called I hem all " Ml<M*t;rirs."
This attra<-t-ion may be illustrated in various ways.    Take u dry ^1,'tss rod and  rub it with a dry silk handkerchief, then hold if. ov«»r a number of bits of   ti^-un'   papiT ;   the1;   tissue
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